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The Western swamp turtie is
facing extinction in the wild and
was placed on CITES Appendix
Iin Jan., 1975 which at present
precludes what I propose here.
It occurs naturally in a very
small arca at Ellcn Brook NR on
the outskirts of the major
Western Australian city of Perth.
A Recovery Team was set up in
1990 comprising members from
the Department of Conservation
and Land Management (CALM),
the University of Western
Australia (UWA), Curtin
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Any program implemented for
the conservation of a taxon must
be undertaken with a long-term
view in mind. If we do not do
this the next generation will
experience the same problems
we are having today. If
perpetuity of the present
biodiversity is the goal,
especially with the earth
undergoing rapid changes as a
result of the ever increasing
human population, we in
Australia have to forsake the
traditional official attitude
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1. Currently the captive
population is maintained at one
location, the Perth zoo. In the
event of some unforeseen
pathogen decimating this group,
the recovery program will be put
back years.

2. The husbandry expertise
developed during the recovery
program is restricted to too few
people. If they should leave the
program, a void in experienced
people would occur.
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between any unforeseen
decimation of the captive
population. A successful
breeding program is already in
place at the Perth zoo, but this is
the only facility where this is
presently occurring. A portion of
captive bred individuals must be
provided to other interested zoos
both in Australia and overseas.
This would also considerably
broaden the available expertise
on their husbandry.

The natural wild population and
any artificially established
populations have very little long-

capablhtles by thelr local or

wider contribution in thig area

These could be sold at say

$20,000 per pair (a return of 0
million dollars), an 1nvestment
that would guarantee genuine
attempts at breeding. At a later
date, depending on the success
or otherwise of the private
breeders, an advertising
campaign could be implemented
promoting the Western swamp
turtle as a ‘state of the art’ pet:
attractive, easily maintained and
owners would be contributing to
its conservation. The funding for
this advertising could come from
the initial sales of the original
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