for licences would be successful.

Regarding non-compliance offences and wildlife crime - I recently completed reading a report by Don McDowell

attempts to portray wildlife crime in Australta as a problem, all he succeeds in domg is convey to the reader that the

minor, non-criminal, non-compliance type.

It is interesting to compare the number of Australian animals saved from illegal export with the number that are

successful prosecutions involved (Australian) 670 reptiles, 226 birds, 187 birds’ eggs and one mammal totaling

frogs] estimated by Cogger and Ehmann (1985) to die on the roads, or 2 billion [includes invertebrates] killed by

-used detecttng apprehendtng ana’ prosecuttng these types of oﬁ‘ences would be far more benef czally spent

wildlife regulation, especially if we are fair dinkum about conservation.

With regards to snakebusters bemg regzstered ’ this refers to Regulatwn 4& 15 lzcence holders who have

Prepared by BRIAN BUSH, 9 Birch Piace, Stoneviile WA 6081, for the Department of Conservation and Land Management in june 1995.

INTRODUCTION
backyard situation. Only two of incidence is during attempts to

Snakes are an integral part of the the five large venomous land kill snakes (see Figure 1).
Australian bush with 110 species snakes found locally are
being known from Western common, ie Dugite (Pseudonaja The Dugite is an especially
Australia. Twenty four occur in affinis) and Tiger Snake mobile snake that will forage
the Perth Metro. area, of which (Notechis scutatus). widely into backyards and
19 are technically venomous, 9 buildings in search of mice. The
dangerously so to humans. Four The highest incidence of potential for snakebite is far
of these are sea snakes and are snakebite in humans is a result greater in the backyard. A
of little concern here as they are of the victim treading on a feeling of security and a reduced
unlikely to be found in a snake. The second highest awareness of snakes in this
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Each volunteer may receive in
excess of 50 calls yearly to
remove snakes from private or
public property. In
approximately 40% of these
cases the snake has vanished
prior to the snake-catcher
arriving. Between 15 and 30
snakes may be bagged by a
single volunteer each year.
Figure 2 shows the monthly
frequency based on a single

volunteer's records for the past 5

years.

12

i>

Information Service. local shires

1EOTIAtIon SCIvi~ee, 10041 S1ires

Snake nas been DAEEeU 1S 1
could have done that myseif. It
looked so easy.” It is far better

roficient in enake-
LULIvIU 1 o)

Accidents:

In my position as coordinator of
Snake Busters and president of
the Western Australian Society
of Amateur Herpetologists
(WASAH) I am unaware of any
serious accidents' involving
registered snake-catchers
responding to snake-removal
calls in the past 5 years. The
most serious accidents to date

" Oct <05 Dongara District High School
- catcher hospitalised in CGH
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period for one snake-catcher in the Perth area. A total of 142 snakes were removed involving 119 Dugites, 13 Tiger
Snakes, 2 Death Adders, 2 Gwardars, 2 Black-naped snakes, 2 Gould’s Hooded Snakes and 2 Half-girdled snakes.

g monthlv freauencies of venomous snake-removal comniled over a 1, e year
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