SOME SUGGESTIONS TO DECREASE REPTILE ROADKILLS IN RESERVES
WITH EMPHASIS ON THE WESTERN AUSTRALIAN WHEATBELT
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Inthis article we highlight the destruction of native fauna, particularly reptiles, on our roads and
offer suggestions to reduce this in nature reserves. In the Western Australian wheatbelt these
are comparatively small areas of undisturbed bushland. The animal road deaths in these can
have a considerable impact on local populations.

It is common for drivers on bitumen roads in bushland to see roadkilled native fauna. Dead
animals are common on unsealed roads also but are not as readily observed. It is a fact that
many mammals, birds and reptiles are killed while crossing roads. Of these faunal groups the
reptiles are more at risk due to their basking habits, slower movement and inability to detect
unnatural danger. Ehmann and Cogger (1885) estimate that five million reptiles and frogs are
killed each year on Australian roads.

The numbers of reptiles and frogs Killed on a long sezaled road with continuous traffic flow is
alarming, e.g. the Great Northern Highway from Perth to the north-west (approx. 3,00Ckms)
extends through large areas of bushland rich in reptile fauna. In the north reptile activity
continues throughout mast of the year due to the climate. During two separate trips on the
Great Northern Highway fram Wubin to South Hedland, one of which also included a return

trip aloeng the MNorth West Coastal Highway from Sandfire to Carnarvon, we found 396
specimens of 28 species roadkilled (see Table 1 below).

Table 1.
GECKOS LEGLESS LIZARDS
Diplodactylus c. aberrans 100 Delma butleri 1
: conspicillatus Bg " nastuta 1
s stenodactylus 30 Lialis burtonis 12
Nephrurus 1. pilbarensis 1 Pygopus n. nigriceps | 17
DRAGONS SKINKS
Ctenophorus inermis | 30 Tiliqua multifasciata 3
ol i. isolepis 21
Pogona m. minor 3
MONITORS

Varanus acanthurus 2

" gouldi 10

s p. rubidus 3

: t. tristis 3

SNAKES

Aspidites melanocephalus 6 Denisonia fasciata E 4
ramsayi 1 Furina ornata |5
Morelia perthensis 4 Pseudechis australis 23
" 5. stimsoni 19 # butleri 2
Acanthophis pyrrhus 1 Pseudonaja modesta 3
Demansia rufescens 1 3 nuchalis 8

Reptiles found dead on road (number in brackets) during two trips along the Great Northern Highway be-
tween Wubin and South Hedland, and one retwrn trip along the North West Coastal Highway between
Sandfire and Carnarvon, Western Australia. This list represents reptiles found dead during night travel.

During the day scavengers remove mast of the smaller reptiles.
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